
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 

SUMMARY of the Pastoral Council Meeting  

September 15, 2021 

Present:  Father John Cayer, Christa Calamas, Renee Reams, Jeanne O’Kon, Michele Taylor, Dasha 

Nixon, Silvia Alderman, Sue Ebbers, Paul Malley, A.J. Miguel, Cristina Paredes, Sue Steverson, James 

Smith, Brother Rahl Bunsa, Eli Nortelus, Chaney Coggins, Mary Ballard. 

Renew and Rejoice Campaign Update:  Dasha reported that the parish has reached its pledge amount 

for the Sanctuary Renovation project with $1.4 million in pledges.  About $500,000 has been received 

already. Additional funds will be used to replace the pews.  The memorial rocks will be placed in the 

ground, and the foundation will be poured next week.  

STM Administration Update/COVID Policy Updates:   Dasha reported that in the church office, Nani 

Nixon will take over the media specialist role and production of the Bulletin.  A part-time receptionist 

position is open in the office.  The Religious Education Program and RCIA have both begun.  The 

Confirmation class will stay at STM and Paula Wright will be teaching that class.  

Ministry Update:  More Hospitality Ministers/Ushers are needed for the Masses. There are a lot of 

visitors coming to this parish, and it is great to have them greeted at the church doors.  Silvia Alderman 

reported that the RCIA group needs a bigger meeting room because there are many members!   

Dasha opened the Bereavement Ministry topic for discussion. Renee Reams, Sue Steverson, Marisa 

Lewis, and Silvia Alderman have met as a committee to discuss ideas that they would like to see. Father 

John asked them to look for “Best Practices” used by Good Shepherd and Blessed Sacrament parishes. 

James Smith is a Social Worker at Big Bend Hospice and can provide additional support, and Paul 

Malley from Aging with Dignity will also contribute.  

Sue Steverson reported that the CCW will be providing the “boxes of joy” for parishioners to fill, and 

they will then be sent off to children in orphanages and Catholic schools in developing countries. The 

“Night in Italy” dinner will be held on October 30th.  Tickets will be sold after the Masses.  

Catholic Schools Update:  SJPII CHS now has 200 students enrolled, and a lot of growth is anticipated.  

A Capital Campaign will be conducted to provide funds for additional classrooms.  Trinity Catholic 

School:  The football team beat Maclay School and is 3-1 right now.  The Boosterthon fundraiser is 

scheduled for later this month, raising funds for technology and playground equipment.  

CSU Update: A.J. Miguel reported that the CSU Fall Retreat “Abide” will be held on the 24-25th.  The 

student Mass on Sunday at 6:00 p.m. and the daily Masses have been well-attended.  Spirit Night is held 

every Wednesday, and about 127 students attended the most recent one.   

Rector’s Comments:  A Mission will be held in the parish on Oct. 2-5.  The speaker is Father Steven 

Olds, and he will speak on “Missionary Discipleship: The Joys, Rewards and Challenges of Finding our 

Mission as Disciples in the 21st Century.” Father Olds  will also speak to the CCW group on Saturday 

morning on the topic of “Mary as a Role Model.”   

Father John closed the meeting with the “Eleven Commandments for the Public Servant” and a prayer.  

Next Meeting Date:  October 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  


